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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,4-115 and 14-26 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 11, and 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,940,073 to Klosterman et al. (Klosterman) in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,732,372 to Tomita et al. (Tomita). 

Regarding claims 1,11, and 25, Klosterman discloses an apparatus and 
corresponding method for displaying a program table (program information, col. 4, 11. 63- 
64), in which a plurality of program information are displayed in a 2-dimension of a time 
axis and a channel axis (col. 5, 11. 2-25), said apparatus comprising: a program 
information obtaining device (set-top box 138, fig. 1, col. 4, 11. 48-56 and 63-64) for 
obtaining the program information including information indicative of a program name 
(e.g., "The Waltons", see fig. 4(a)), a start time (e.g., 8:00, fig. 4(a)), a length of a 
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program or an end time (e.g., 8:30, fig. 4(a)), a broadcasting channel (e.g., "FAM", fig. 
4(a)) and a broadcasting date (e.g., "OCT 30", fig. 4(a)) of respective one of a plurality of 
programs; a date setting device for setting a date of the program table to be displayed 
(cursor in region 410, fig. 4(a), col. 8, 11. 1-6); and a displaying device (software 
applications, col. 5, 11. 2-6) for extracting the program information corresponding to the 
date set by said date setting device (410, fig. 4(a)) from among the program information 
obtained by said program information obtaining device (138, fig. 1), displaying the 
extracted program information as the program table corresponding to the date set by said 
date setting device (col. 8, 11. 1-5) and, if the date of the program table is changed by said 
date setting device, displaying the extracted program information as the program table 
corresponding to the changed date (i.e., if the cursor in region 410 is set to Wednesday, 
the schedule information displayed is for Wednesday, col. 8, 11. 2-5) with a display time 
band set in advance (time band displayed is automatically set to the current time, col. 8, 
11. 6-9), wherein said displaying device extracts the program information within a time 
range including the program which is most recently received (wherein the system 
automatically sets the display time range to the current time (which is inherently incident 
with, i.e., includes, the program which is most recently received) when moving the cursor 
across different days of the week, which includes the present day, col. 8, 11. 2-9) and 
within a display channel range including the channel of the program which is most 
recently received (where each program displayed in the channel range shown in fig. 4(a) 
is most recently received (i.e., being received as of 8:05pm)) if the date set by said setting 
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device is the present day (col. 8, 11. 2-9), said displaying device extracts the program 
information within said display time band having a predetermined time range from a 
starting time to an ending time both set in advance, (time band displayed is automatically 
set to the current time, col. 8, 11. 6-9, when moving across different days of the week, col. 
8, 11. 2-9) and within a display channel range including the channel of the program which 
is most recently received (where each program displayed in the channel range shown in 
fig. 4(a) is most recently received (i.e., being received as of 8:05pm)), if the date set by 
said setting device is not the present day (col. 8, 11. 2-9). 

Klosterman fails to disclose the predetermined time range has fixed starting and 
ending times. However, in an analogous art, Tomita discloses a program guide displaying 
system wherein a displaying device extracts the program information within a time band 
having a fixed time range from a starting time to an ending time both fixed in advance, if 
the date set by the date setting is not the present day (col. 12, 11. 34-62, where the 
"original time" is a user-specified time range set in advance via profile management 
screen, col. 9, 11. 15-20, col. 11, 11. 1-19), thereby enabling the user to customize the 
operation of the program guide. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Klosterman to 
extract program listings within a predetermined time range having fixed starting and 
ending times, as taught by Tomita, for the benefit of providing a user-configurable 
program guide interface. 
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Regarding claims 21 and 23, Klosterman and Tomita together disclose the 
program guide displaying apparatus and method according to claims 1 and 1 1 . In 
addition, Klosterman discloses a time range setting device which sets said time range in 
accordance with a user's instructions (cursor in region 410, fig. 4(a), col. 8, 11. 1-6, where 
moving between different days of the week constitutes setting a time range, e.g., a user 
may transition from a time range corresponding to Wednesday, 4-5PM to Thursday, 4- 
5PM). 

Regarding claims 22 and 24, Klosterman and Tomita together disclose the 
program guide displaying apparatus and method according to claims 1 and 1 1 . 
Klosterman further discloses that said displaying device starts displaying the extracted 
program information as the program table in accordance with a user's instruction (col. 8, 
11. 1-9), and said date setting device sets an initial date of the program table at a present 
day if said displaying device displays the extracted program information in accordance 
with the user's instruction (where the user selects the present day), and sets the date of 
the program table at a designated date if said setting device changes the date of the 
program table in accordance with the user's instruction to designate the date of the 
program table (where the user selects a different day of the week, col. 8, 11. 1-9). 
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4. Claims 4 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klosterman in view of Tomita, as applied to claims 1 and 1 1 above, and further in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 5,621,456 to Florin et al. (Florin). 

As for claims 4 and 14, Klosterman and Tomita together disclose a program guide 
displaying apparatus and method according to claims 1 and 1 1, but fail to disclose if the 
date of the program table is changed by said date setting device, said displaying device 
displays the program table with a display channel range displayed before the date of the 
program table is changed. However, in an analogous art, Florin discloses that if the date 
of the program table (180, figs. 16 and 17) is changed by said date setting device, said 
displaying device displays the program table (180) with a display channel range 
displayed before the date of the program table is changed (i.e., the date has been changed 
from Thursday 10/15 as shown in fig. 16 to Saturday 10/17 in fig. 17, col. 16, 11. 37-44, 
and the channel range displayed in fig. 17 is the same as the channel range displayed in 
fig. 16), for the purpose of enabling the viewer to observe scheduling content on a 
particular channel without having to adjust the channel range each time the date of the 
displayed program table is changed. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify further modify the system of 
Klosterman to include if the date of the program table is changed by said date setting 
device, said displaying device displays the program table with a display channel range 
displayed before the date of the program table is changed, as additionally by Florin, for 
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the purpose of enabling the viewer to observe scheduling content on a particular channel 
without having to adjust the channel range each time the date of the displayed program 
table is changed in a program guide displaying system, 

5. Claims 5, 6, 8-10, 15, 16, 18-20, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Klosterman in view of in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,585,838 to 
Lawler et al. (Lawler). 

With regard to claims 5, 15, and 26, Klosterman discloses an apparatus and 
corresponding method for displaying a program table (program information, col. 4, 11. 63- 
64), in which a plurality of program information are displayed in a 2-dimension of a time 
axis and a channel axis (col. 5, 11. 2-25), said apparatus comprising: a program 
information obtaining device (set-top box 138, fig. 1, col. 4, 11. 48-56 and 63-64) for 
obtaining the program information including information indicative of a program name 
(e.g., "The Waltons", see fig. 4(a)), a start time (e.g., 8:00, fig. 4(a)), a length of a 
program or an end time (e.g., 8:30, fig. 4(a)), a broadcasting channel (e.g., "FAM", fig. 
4(a)) and a broadcasting date (e.g., "OCT 30", fig. 4(a)) of respective one of a plurality of 
programs; a displaying device (software applications, coL 5, 11. 2-6) for displaying the 
obtained program information as the program table including a plurality of program cells 
(see program cells, fig. 4(a)) as for a predetermined display time range (i.e., 8:00PM - 
9:00PM, fig. 4(a)) and a predetermined display channel range (i.e., NBC, KGO, SHOW, 
HBO, DISN, ESPN, FAM, KRON, KPIX, fig. 4(a)); and a program cell selecting device 
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(cursor with cursor control enabled by the user) for selecting of the program cells within 
the displayed program table (col. 1, In. 45-50 & 8, 11. 6-9). 

Klosterman fails to disclose that if the program of the program cell selected by 
said program cell selecting device, from the program table presently displayed by said 
displaying device, is a program which exceeds the predetermined display time range of 
the program table presently displayed, said displaying device changes the predetermined 
time range, and displays the program table in such a manner that the start time of the 
selected program cell is positioned within a leading display time band. However, in an 
analogous art, Lawler discloses a program guide displaying system wherein if the 
program of the program cell selected by said program cell selecting device, from the 
program table presently displayed by said displaying device, is a program which exceeds 
the predetermined display time range of the program table presently displayed (see e.g., 
fig.3), said displaying device changes the predetermined time range, and displays the 
program table in such a manner that the start time of the selected program cell is 
positioned within a leading display time band, thereby revealing additional program 
information and removing undesired program information from the guide as desired by 
the user (col. 1 1, 1, 61 - col. 12, 1. 12, col. 9, 11. 28-40). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Klosterman to include that if the program of the program cell selected by said program 
cell selecting device, from the program table presently displayed by said displaying 
device, is a program which exceeds the predetermined display time range of the program 
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table presently displayed, said displaying device changes the predetermined time range, 
and displays the program table in such a manner that the start time of the selected 
program cell is positioned within a leading display time band, as taught by Lawler, for 
the benefit of providing the user with intuitive navigational control. 

As for claims 6 and 16, Klosterman and Lawler together disclose a program guide 
displaying apparatus and corresponding method according to claims 5 and 15, further 
comprising a date setting device for setting a date of the program table to be displayed 
(Klosterman, fig. 4(a), 410, col. 8, 11. 2-6), wherein said displaying device extracts the 
program information corresponding to the date set by said date setting device from 
among the program information obtained by said program information obtaining device 
and displays the extracted program information as the program table (i.e., where the day 
of week selector is set to Wednesday, schedule information for Wednesday is displayed, 
Klosterman, col, 8, 11. 4-9). 

As for claims 8 and 18, Klosterman and Lawler together disclose a program guide 
displaying apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said displaying said displaying device 
displays a cursor on the selected program cell (Klosterman, col. 8, 11. 1-9). 

As for claims 9 and 19, Klosterman and Lawler together disclose a program guide 
displaying apparatus according to claim 5, wherein, if the program cell is changed by said 
program cell selecting device, said displaying device displays the program table with the 
display channel range same as before the cell is changed (Lawler, col. 1 1, 11. 21-36, i.e., 
navigating the program cell selecting device up or down in the display causes the 
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program cell to move up or down one program, and the display channel range remains the 
same where the user has not navigated the cursor beyond the top or bottom of the 
program table). 

As for claims 10 and 20, Klosterman and Lawler together disclose a program 
guide displaying apparatus according to claim 5, wherein, if the program cell is changed 
by said program cell selecting device, said displaying device displays the program table 
in which the channel of the changed and selected program cell is set as a leading display 
channel (Lawler, col. 1 1, 1. 61 - col. 12, 1. 3). 

6. Claims 7 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klosterman in view of Lawler as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,230,323 to Hama et al. (Hama). 

With regard to claims 7 and 17, Klosterman and Lawler together disclose a 
program guide displaying apparatus and corresponding method according to claims 5 and 
1 5 further comprising a range setting device for setting the display time range 
(Klosterman, fig. 4(a), 410) wherein said displaying device extracts the program 
information within the display time range and displays the extracted program information 
as the program table (400, fig, 4(a)) (Klosterman, col. 8, 11. 1-9). However, Klosterman 
and Knowles fail to explicitly disclose a display channel range setting device. 

In an analogous art, Hama discloses a range setting device (display channel 
setting) for setting the display channel range, wherein said displaying device extracts the 
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program information within the display channel range set by said range setting device 
from among the program information obtained by said program information obtaining 
device and displays the extracted program information as the program table (col. 9, 11. 32- 
46), for the purpose of enabling the user to restrict the displayed program range to 
favorite channels (col. 9, 11. 40-42). 

Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Klosterman and Lawler to include 
range setting device for setting the display channel range, wherein said displaying device 
extracts the program information within the display channel range set by said range 
setting device from among the program information obtained by said program 
information obtaining device and displays the extracted program information as the 
program table, as taught by Hama, for the purpose of enabling the user to restrict the 
displayed program range to favorite channels in a program guide displaying system. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher M. Lambrecht whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7297. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9:30 AM to 6:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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